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INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  SUBMITTING 
THIS  DISTANCE  LEARNING  ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET 

When  you  are  registered  for  distance  learning  courses,  you  are  expected  to  regularly  submit  completed 
assignments  for  correction.  Try  to  submit  each  section  of  assignments  as  soon  as  you  complete  it.  Do  not  submit 
more  than  one  Assignment  Booklet  in  one  subject  at  the  same  time.  Before  submitting  your  section  assignments 
or  your  Assignment  Booklet,  please  check  the  following: 

• Are  all  the  assignments  completed?  If  not,  explain  why. 

• Has  your  work  been  reread  to  ensure  accuracy  in  spelling  and  details? 

• Is  the  booklet  cover  filled  out  and  the  correct  module  label  attached? 

MAILING 

1 . Postage  Regulations 

Do  not  enclose  letters  with  your  assignments  or  Assignment  Booklets. 

Send  all  letters  in  a separate  envelope. 

2.  Postage  Rates 

Put  your  assignments  or  Assignment  Booklet  in  an  envelope  and  take  it  to  the  post  office  and  have  it 
weighed.  Attach  sufficient  postage  and  seal  the  envelope.  Assignment  Booklets  will  travel  faster  if  sufficient 
postage  is  used  and  if  they  are  in  large  envelopes  that  do  not  exceed  two  centimetres  in  thickness. 

FAXING 

1.  Assignment  Booklets  may  be  faxed  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact  your  teacher  for  the 
appropriate  fax  number. 

2.  All  faxing  costs  are  the  responsibility  of  the  sender. 

E-MAILING 

It  may  be  possible  to  e-mail  your  completed  assignments  to  the  school  with  which  you  are  registered.  Contact 
your  teacher  for  the  appropriate  e-mail  address. 
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You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Learning,  http://www.leaniing.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch,  http://www.learning.gov.ab.ca/ltb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://www.lrc.leaming.gov.ab.ca 


The  use  of  the  Internet  is  optional.  Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be 
educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be  aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored. 
Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find  articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or 
inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information  are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be 
accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm  facts  with  a second  source. 
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Copyright  © 2002,  the  Crown  in  Right  of  Alberta,  as  represented  by  the  Minister  of  Learning,  Alberta  Learning,  10155  - 102  Street, 
Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  4L5.  All  rights  reserved.  Additional  copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Learning  Resources  Centre. 

No  part  of  this  courseware  may  be  reproduced  in  any  form,  including  photocopying  (unless  otherwise  indicated),  without  the  written 
permission  of  Alberta  Learning. 

Every  effort  has  been  made  both  to  provide  proper  acknowledgement  of  the  original  source  and  to  comply  with  copyright  law.  If  cases 
are  identified  where  this  effort  has  been  unsuccessful,  please  notify  Alberta  Learning  so  that  appropriate  corrective  action  can  be  taken. 

IT  IS  STRICTLY  PROHIBITED  TO  COPY  ANY  PART  OF  THESE  MATERIALS  UNDER  THE  TERMS 
OF  A LICENCE  FROM  A COLLECTIVE  OR  A LICENSING  BODY. 
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ASSIGNMENT  BOOKLET  2B 
ENGLISH  LANGUAGE  ARTS  20-1:  MODULE  2 
SECTION  3 ASSIGNMENT 

Your  mark  for  this  module  will  be  determined  in  part  by  how  well  you  do  your  assignments. 

This  Assignment  Booklet  is  worth  60  marks  out  of  the  total  205  marks  for  the  assignments  in 
Module  2.  The  value  of  each  assignment  and  each  question  is  stated  in  the  left  margin. 

Work  slowly  and  carefully.  If  you  have  difficulty,  go  back  and  review  the  appropriate  topic. 

You  are  encouraged  to  use  a computer  and  word-processing  application  for  many  of  these 
questions.  If  you  use  a computer,  be  sure  that  you  submit  a printed  copy  that  has  been  carefully 
proofread.  Include  your  name,  course  name,  and  assignment  question  number  on  each  page. 
Alternatively,  you  may  be  able  to  arrange  with  your  teacher  to  submit  your  written  assignments 
by  e-mail. 

Be  sure  to  proofread  your  answers  carefully. 


Section  3 Assignment:  Unusual  Encounters 

Read  all  parts  of  your  assignment  carefully  and  record  your  answers  in  the  appropriate 
places.  Clearly  show  how  you  arrived  at  your  answers  by  showing  your  work. 

1.  “An  Astrologer’s  Day”  is  a story  rich  in  irony.  Point  out  two  or  three  examples  of  irony  from 
the  story. 


2. 


When  did  you  first  begin  to  suspect  the  way  the  story  would  turn  out?  In  your  response, 
explain  what  alerted  you. 
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3.  Would  you  say  that  “An  Astrologer’s  Day”  is  a story  designed  to  primarily  tell  readers 
something  serious  about  life,  or  is  it  meant  principally  to  entertain?  Give  reasons  for  your 
response. 
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5.  Basil  Johnston’s  “Cowboys  and  Indians,”  which  you  read  in  Module  1,  is  a satire  rich  in 
irony.  Think  back  upon  the  details  of  the  story  (reread  it  if  necessary)  and  explain  the  ways 
that  “Cowboys  and  Indians”  ridicules  human  beliefs  and  activities.  In  your  answer,  be  sure  to 
point  out  what  vices  and/or  stupidities  are  being  ridiculed  in  the  story. 


English  Language  Arts  20-1 : Module  2 


4 


Assignment  Booklet  2B 


6.  The  classroom  discussion  about  “The  Late  Man”  that  you’ve  just  read  in  your  Student 
Module  Booklet  suggests  that  the  fishing  village  and  its  inhabitants  can  be  seen 
metaphorically.  Explain  the  possible  metaphors  involved  in  the  story. 


7. 


How  does  it  feel  to  be  a movie  reviewer?  Think  of  a movie  you’ve  seen  lately  or  know  well, 
or — ^better  yet — watch  a new  one.  If  this  isn’t  possible,  a TV  show  will  do.  Consider  the 
reasons  why  you  may  or  may  not  have  liked  the  film  or  show.  Pretend  that  you’re  a critic  for 
a radio  station  and  that  you  have  a maximum  of  two  minutes  to  give  your  review.  Write  out 
what  you  want  to  say  and  then  record  yourself  presenting  your  review.  Here  are  a few  things 
to  ask  yourself  as  you  watch.  It  might  be  a good  idea  to  take  notes. 


• Who  is  the  intended  audience?  Teenagers?  Males?  Females? 


• Does  the  plot  hold  together?  Is  it  believable?  Is  it  interesting?  Does  it  drag  on  too  long? 

• Is  the  acting  convincing? 


• Are  the  characters  believable?  Do  they  behave  as  real  people  would?  Do  you,  as  a 
viewer,  care  abut  them? 


• How  is  the  camera  work?  Is  it  interesting  or  bland? 

• What  sort  of  music  is  used  in  the  sound  track?  Is  it  well  selected? 


• Is  the  film/show  overly  sentimental?  Is  it  corny?  Does  it  rely  on  action,  violence,  or  sex 
to  hold  viewers’  attention? 


• Does  the  film/show  have  anything  important  to  say,  or  is  its  purpose  solely  to 
entertain?  Or  does  it,  perhaps,  seem  to  have  something  to  say  while  really  just  serving 
up  some  old  moral? 


Express  your  opinions  clearly  and  forcefully,  but  try  not  to  be  offensive.  End  your  review  by 
giving  the  movie  a rating  out  of  five  possible  stars.  Submit  only  your  recording,  clearly 
labelled. 
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Assessment  ( nfen'ii  12  marks 

'riiouyht  and  Detail  3 marks 

• N’umerous  i.sstie.s  arc  addressed. 

• The  ideas  presented  are  thouehtlul. 

1 majk 

• The  eomtricnts  are  interest itiy. 

_ 1.  mark 

VVritim/.  .Skills  marks 

• The  tone  ami  level  of  ianeuap.e  arc  appropriate. 

• The  orpani/alion  of  the  review  is  i;,ood. 

• SN'ord  choices  are  generally  effeelivv. 

”1  mark  ' T--'"- 

Speydng  Skills ' V' ' , 6 marics  ^ ./ ;■  i 

; ;;  ;♦  The  volume  Md  tone  of  voice  are  approj'jriate. 

i ' * The  review ’ s text  demonslratCvS  clarity . 

^ • llic  speed  of  delivery  is  appropriate. 

; . , * There  is  elfective  use  of  pacing  and  paiise.s. 

Emphasis  is  effective. 

8.  Take  some  time  now  and  think  about  an  essay  you’d  like  to  write.  In  a sentence,  express  the 
thesis  of  your  essay. 
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9. 


Your  job  now  is  to  produce  an  outline  for  an  essay  based  on  the  thesis  statement  you 
presented  for  Question  8.  This  should  be  a sentence  outline  (see  page  102  of  the  English 
Language  Arts  Handbook  for  Secondary  Students)  for  an  essay  consisting  of  an  introduction, 
a body  of  two  or  three  paragraphs,  and  a conclusion.  Put  your  title  at  the  top  of  your  page, 
and  write  your  outline  underneath  it.  Remember  these  points: 


• Your  first  paragraph  will  be  an  introduction  and  will  contain  your  thesis  statement. 

• Each  paragraph  in  the  body  of  your  essay  will  make  a major  point  that  will  support 
your  thesis.  This  will  be  expressed  in  a topic  sentence  for  each  paragraph,  which  will 
express  the  main  idea  of  that  paragraph. 

• Your  final  paragraph  will  be  your  conclusion  and  will  refer  to  your  thesis. 

•You  are  not  to  actually  write  any  of  the  essay.  This  includes  the  introduction  and 
conclusion. 


Submit  your  outline  for  assessment.  Note  carefully  that  you  aren’t  asked  to  write  the  entire 
essay — only  your  outline. 


Assessment  Criteria  15  marks 

• Correct  outline  form  has  been  used.  5 marks 

• There  is  a proper  thesis  statement  planned  for  the  introductory  paragraph,  5 marks 

• At  least  three  body  paragraphs  have  been  planned.  3 marks 

• A conclusion  is  proposed.  2 marks 


(There  is  more  room  for  your  response  on  the  next  page.) 
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10.  Think  of  the  essay  for  which  you’ve  supplied  a thesis  statement  and  an  outline  in  questions  8 
and  9.  Draft  the  first  introductory  paragraph.  Feel  free  to  place  your  thesis  statement  where 
you  think  best,  but  if  you’re  at  all  uncertain,  insert  it  at  the  beginning.  Since  you  won’t  be 
writing  the  entire  essay,  take  the  time  now  to  revise  and  edit  your  introduction;  have  your 
study  partner  proofread  it  as  well.  When  you’re  satisfied  with  it,  write  your  essay  and  submit 
your  polished  copy. 


Criteria  6 marks 


• The  mtroductory  paragraph  contains  a well-constructed  thesis  statement.  2 marks 

• The  leader’s  interest  is  aroused  by  an  interesting  development  of  the  topic.  2 marks 

• The  jbne  and  level  of  language  are  appropriate  to  the  purpose  and  intended 

audi^ce.  1 mark 

jM}  The  |aragraph  demonstrates  the  correct  use  of  spelling,  grammar,  and 


punctuation  conventions. 


1 mark 


i/hen  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question, 
return  to  page  96  of  the  Module  2 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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11.  Write  a concluding  paragraph  for  your  essay.  Revise  and  edit  the  paragraph,  and  submit  a 
polished  copy. 


Assessment  Criteria  6 marks 


• Thenoncluding  paragraph  contains  a htf^f^nce  to  the  thesis.  2 marks 

• The^concluding  paragraph  contains  a s##  of  finality.  1 marie 

• Theiiparagraph  makes  reference  to  the  principal  arguments  in  the  essay.  1 mark 

• Thelone  and  level  of  language  are  appmlyate  to  the  purpose  and 

intended  audience.  1 mark 

• ITie^aragraph  demonstrates  the  cor#|f::fe  of  spelling,  grammar,  and 

punituation  conventions.  1 mark 


Vhen  you’ve  finished  responding  to  the  preceding  question 
return  to  page  99  of  the  Module  2 Student  Module  Booklet 
and  continue  working  where  you  left  off. 
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